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DRAMA  - CURRICULUM INTENT  
 
 

DRAMA - Curriculum vision and Intent   
 

To empower students to become confident in themselves, better communicators with others, empathetic world citizens and lifelong lovers of the arts. Students will develop a broad range of performance skills that they will use throughout their time 
at school, and that they can take with them on the next stage of their lives. Drama at TMCS is joyful and promotes wellbeing and happiness in our students.  
 
Students will learn to become writers, performers, designers and directors. Students will develop a broad foundation in performance skills and how to shape and devise original drama. Students will aspire to achieve the very best in the many 
opportunities on offer either backstage or in performance. They will learn more about the world and each other through carefully selected texts and topics designed to enrich and inform. Students will gain a broad understanding of the key minds, 
movements and texts that have shaped modern theatre. Through mutual relationships based in respect they will leave TMCS as well-rounded and conscientious world citizens. 
 

 

OUR Y11 
INTENT 

 In Year 11, students will become fully versed in all aspects of theatre, which they will be able to demonstrate in performance/design and in their written work. A core element of the course is devising drama, and students will learn how to 

respond to a variety of stimuli, in order to produce original and thought-provoking drama. Students will develop performance skills, and/or design and technical skills, which they will showcase in class and in performance evenings to invited 

audiences and for their exams. Students will gain an understanding of and appreciation for live theatre and learn how to describe, analyse and evaluate this. Students will learn how to conceptualise and realise their own dramatic intentions.  

 

 

 OUR Y10 
INTENT 

Students will spend year 10 exploring the set text of Blood Brothers by Willy Russell, and will gain a thorough and complete understanding of the play as a performance text. Through carefully planned practical sessions students will learn how 

to bring the characters and scenes to life, as both performers and from a design perspective; discovering how meaning is created and communicated through lighting, set design, sound, costume and make-up. Students will continue to develop 

writing skills, and the use of subject specific language acquired throughout years 7-9. Students will perform assessed extracts from the set text, applying performance skills acquired in years 7-9 which they will continue to develop and enhance. 

They will learn how to describe, analyse and evaluate their own performances and that of others.  

Students will visit the theatre to see a performance of their set text, as well as other professional productions. This will broaden their understanding and appreciation of live theatre and will also support them in the creative process once they 

start devising their own work. 

Students will learn how to devise and experiment with different approaches to devising, they will then be placed in groups and start their devised piece. They will apply their writing skills of describe, analyse and evaluate to this task also. 

Students will continue to recall and recap theatre roles and responsibilities, stage configurations and stage positions periodically throughout year 10 to ensure that this information is retained. 

 

 

 OUR Y9 
INTENT 

Students will learn the history of Western Theatre, beginning with Ancient Greece until the present day. Students will explore the different styles and movements that have shaped theatre, and will explore a wide range of plays/playwrights and 

practitioners on their journey through time! Each lesson will be practical and will introduce new techniques, styles of performance and some form of text. Students will have the option to explore this from a design perspective. Students will 

work with playtexts and will also devise their own original theatre in the style of... Students will record their work in a project that will record their journey through time; noting key information about the different time periods, and will also learn 

to describe, analyse and evaluate their own work. 

Students will be introduced to the work of Augusto Boal and will devise an original piece of Theatre in Education inspired by Boal’s Theatre of the Oppressed to perform to younger year groups. Students will evaluate the success of their TIE 

project through discussion, reflection and in analysis of student feedback. 

Students will explore the playtext ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nightime’ as a set text and will learn how to bring the characters and scenes to life, as both performers and from a design perspective; discovering how meaning is 

created and communicated through lighting, set design, sound, costume and make-up. 

 

 

 OUR Y8 
INTENT 

 

Students will explore the published scripts, Refugee Boy b Benjamin Zephaniah and Lemn Sissay, Small Island by Bryony Lavery, the Ramayana Reset by Ayeesha Menon, Chaos by Laura Lomas  which were all part of the National Theatre 

Connections Series.  

Students will also devise original, character-based drama in Charlie’s Choice, exploring how to deal with conflict in adolescence, as well as the genres of Melodrama and Commedia dell Arte. Students will also study the story of the Titanic as a 

stimulus for devising. 

Play scripts and devised work will consolidate, develop and enhance performance skills developed in year 7, as well as broaden students’ knowledge of the world and each other. These skills will form the foundation of all future work done in 

years 9 and above, and specifically reflect the different elements of the GCSE. 

Students will continue to use vocabulary and apply  key skills learnt in year 7. 

 

 

 OUR Y7 
INTENT 

Students will begin the year with a small baseline assessment to assess prior knowledge and performance skills, and then will embark on a skills based performance course that will underpin all future work done in the department.. Students 

will learn the building blocks of performance, such as Mime, Still Image, Hot seating, Cross-Cutting etc. Students will put these skills into practice at Christmas time with their own pantomime which will also offer them the chance to consider 

design elements of costume, lighting and sound. Students then explore their first text, Ernie’s Incredible Ilucinations, by Alan Ayckbourn, and are introduced to characterisation, staging and the process of translating a play from page to stage. 

Students will then consider how storytelling is a part of human tradition and will devise work exploring folk tales such as Anansi the Spider’s tales of resistance, Ancient Greek Myths such as Oedipus and the Sphinx and fairytales with a 

modern twist. Students will develop group skills, communication as well creativity in the devising process. Students will explore the script ‘Like There’s No Tomorrow’ by the Belgrade Youth Theatre, Coventry, which was part of the National 

Theatre’s Connections Project. Students will learn about how what we do in the West affects those elsewhere in the world and encourages them to be upstanding, global citizens and aware of how to combat climate change.  Lessons are 

practical, and always involve evaluation, analysis and reflection. 

 


